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Writing at 
Beacon 
Academy

‘The Write Stuff’ by Considine
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Writing at Beacon Academy is taught through 
The Write Stuff approach by Jane Considine. 
This method allows pupils to improve their 
oracy and widen their vocabulary in every 
lesson, whilst deepening their understanding of 
writerly choices through the use of the 
shade’o’meter. Pupils love their writing lessons 
and can’t wait to show what they’ve learnt in 
their independent extended pieces at the end of 
each unit.

All our writing is taught through the ‘writing 
rainbow’ which provides a lens for the writer to 
focus through in order to ensure all writing is 
effective and engaging for the reader, whilst 
meeting the intended purpose.
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Sentence 
Stacking

“The Write Stuff” follows a method called “Sentence 
Stacking” which refers to the fact that sentences are 
stacked together and organised to engage children with 
short, intensive moments of learning that they can then 
immediately apply to their own writing. An individual 
lesson is based on a sentence model, broken in to three 
chunks:

1. Initiate section – a stimulus to capture the children’s 
imagination and set up a sentence.

2. Model section – the teacher close models a 
sentence that outlines clear writing features and 
techniques.

3. Enable section – the children write their sentence, 
following the model.
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‘My sentence got stacked. I can still 
remember it – She strolled in, trotting 
like a horse, spinning like a dancer and 

flowing like the wind’ – Rowan Y4
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The Shade ‘O’ 
Meter

• The Shade ‘O’ Meter is a 
fantastic resource to expand our 
vocabulary.
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Some of the 
fantastic 

texts used…
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‘Our story in year 4 was The 
Journey. It didn’t have any text. 

The pictures told the story. It was 
really good!’ – Sonny Y4



GAT Staff

GAT Staff



GAT Staff

GAT Staff


